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Since it 1s known that the United States Air Force has a
large focus on developing UAVs due to nearly $14 billion
dollars being deposited into UAV programs over the
length ot several decades, managing the cost is important
to ensure that UAVs work etficiently and can be
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Vehicles (hereafter referred to as UAVs) have slowly
been gaining popularity amongst many departments
relating to the defense of the United States of ¢
America, primarily including the United States Air 53,417
Force and the Department of Defense. With how

rapidly the attention has shifted towards UAVs as a

means for national defense, it is critical these

departments minimize the costs of UAVs and 613 655 Navy
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optimizing results that UAVs provide to defensive
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B Air Force manufactured for a less overall cost for UAV programs.

m Army To reduce the overall cost, anticipated threat levels are
determined through repeated testing that can provide a
framework to how much money needs to be spent on

UAVs when providing national defense. The higher the

threat level a UAV will encounter, the more money a UAV
program will cost naturally to enhance UAV reliability,
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Figure 1 is used to determine the level of focus that

the United States Air Force has placed on UAV P rograms C I :
programs spanning from 1954-1999. The chart onciusion
indicates that $13.655 billion has been spent by the Air Optimized testing of UAVs can significantly reduce the
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increasing interest in the value that UAV's provide.
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tgure 2 details the spending amounts in millions o future should take the costs of newer UAV designs

dollars per year that the United States Air Force has

spent towards major UAV programs. Interest in UAV 200 /\/ alongside the advanced equipment that 1s designated to

programs within the Air Force have remained relatively those UAV models and determine the reduced costs.
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