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Phonics knowledge and instruction are important because 
they help students decode unfamiliar words by 
understanding how sounds and letters work together. This 
skill boosts reading fluency, spelling, and comprehension, 
laying the groundwork for stronger overall literacy.
The project develops a Data-Based Instructional Plan 
(DIP) using assessment data to identify strengths and 
gaps to guide instruction. Targeted interventions address 
specific learning gaps for students and aim to improve 
students’ academic success. 
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Research Question
Does phonics instruction in advanced suffixes 
improve fluency, spelling, and reading 
comprehension in a 4th grade English Language 
Learner?

Participant

 

• Student is a fourth-grade male from Columbia. 
• His native language is Spanish
• His English proficiency is stronger in listening and 

reading, than speaking and writing. 
Lessons Learned:
 Synthesizing data to identify student needs.
 Progress monitoring to track the progress of  skills
 Identifying differentiated activities based on student interest.
Next Steps:
 Reinforce sound-spelling correspondences (i.e. prefixes)
 Continue to develop encoding  skills
 Proceed to the next developmental spelling stage  

Next Steps

• Administered assessments such 
as: Core Phonics and Spelling 
Inventory to identify areas of  need.

• Administered self-made pretest 
featuring target intervention skill. 
(advanced suffix patterns based on 
assessments).

• Design 5 targeted intervention 
lessons based on results of  pretest.

Lesson sequence:
• Phonemic Awareness: Segment and blend base words 

and suffixes.
• Phonics: Blend and read base words with targeted 

suffixes. 
• Fluency: Read a connected text with the targeted 

suffixes and answered comprehension questions. 
• Encoding: Wrote complete sentences using targeted 

suffix phonics skills

Lesson Activities:

• Administered posttest on targeted intervention skill.
• Student identified and encoded target phonics skills 

with 90% accuracy.
• Student maintained 100% of  already mastered 

content.

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

Uppercase Names Lowercase Names Consonant sounds Vowel sounds Multisyllablic words

Core Phonics Screener Incorrect Correct

arguement
adventerous

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Part 1

Part 2

Part 3

Part 4

# of  Questions Correct

Te
st

 S
ec

tio
n

Intervention Results

Postest Pretest

Bear, D. R., Invernizzi, M., Templeton, S., & Johnston, F. R. (2016). Words their way: word study for 
phonics, vocabulary, and spelling instruction. Sixth Edition. Pearson.

Honig, B., Diamond, L., Gutlohn, L., & Cole, C. L. (2018). Teaching reading sourcebook (3rd ed.). 
CORE; Arena Press.

Phonics                   Fluency                        Encoding


	Slide Number 1

